
	  
	  
	  
	  
 

Artist Bursaries: Application Details 
 
About the bursaries 
Artists and makers are invited to apply for a bursary to explore the theme of ‘Crafts 
and Industries in the Blackdown Hills’ through the making of new work. Resulting 
artworks, research and events will need to be showcased in the Blackdown Hills in 
October /November 2012. Successful artists are expected to co-ordinate their own 
project and venue/location, although support, co-ordination and advice will be offered 
by the Project Co-ordinator.  
 
The bursaries form part of Skills Unearthed, a two-year arts project funded by Arts 
Council England and Making it Local with the aim of developing BHaam, a group of 
artists and makers in the Blackdown Hills. The aim is to grow and strengthen the 
membership and skills of the group, and will also result in the commissioning of a 
series of new creative works in the Blackdown Hills. The commissions will be 
inspired by, and celebrate the crafts and industries, past and present, of the 
Blackdown Hills. 
 
Key information: 

• The value of each bursary is £200. Only one bursary can be awarded per 
artist and there are a maximum of 25 bursaries available. Artists working 
collectively may submit one application if they wish to work collaboratively on 
a project. (Eg 3 artists applying together for one project will each get a 
bursary of £200, giving them a project budget of £600). 

• The projects proposed can be in any medium, so for example if you are an 
actor, dancer, musician or other performer, the ‘artwork’ created can be a 
performance or event, or several events. 

• The artist bursary may be spent on anything that supports the production of 
the artwork(s) created. Example costs might include costume hire/creation, 
venue hire, research, materials, publicity, travel costs. If there are no material 
costs, the bursary should cover the artist’s time to develop the project. 

• Artists are encouraged to use the bursary as an opportunity to develop their 
practice or explore/test a new area of work. 

• Successful applicants are encouraged to use the bursary to apply for match 
funding for their project, although this is not required as a condition of the 
bursary. Further details of match funding opportunities will be provided to 
successful applicants. 

• In line with best practice, successful applicants will be expected to develop a 
budget for their project. 

• Artworks created will remain the property of the artist creator. However, if the 
artworks are sold or re-commissioned as a direct result of the Skills 
Unearthed exhibition, BHaam will take a 10% commission. 

• Successful artists will be expected to keep the Project Co-ordinator informed 
of project progress. Projects will be documented by the Skills Unearthed 
Project Co-ordinator where possible (through photographs/filming) but artists 
are encouraged to document the project themselves where possible. 



• Successful bursary applicants will be expected to evaluate their project 
afterwards 
 

Application criteria: 
• Bursary applications can only be made by BHaam members. If you are not 

currently a member but would like to join and apply for a bursary, please 
contact: 

      Andrew Bell, BHaam Membership Secretary 
      Email: v-a@wabell.go-plus.net 
      Tel: 01460 234463 
• The work produced must be created in response to the project theme, ‘Skills 

Unearthed’ which focuses on the crafts and industries, past and present, of 
the Blackdown Hills. 

• The work should be proposed for display in the Blackdown Hills. 
• Ideally the work created will engage with people from the community in the 

Blackdown Hills in a meaningful way. 
 
Project Co-ordinator Suzanne Heath will be available to support applicants through 
the application process, and is happy to give feedback on project proposals prior to 
submission. 
 
How to apply: 
 
Please submit: 

• A recent copy of your CV 
• Up to 10 images of your previous artworks/creative projects, or relevant web 

links (eg if your work is live/events based and is therefore better viewed 
online) 

• A copy of your artist statement 
• Your project proposal (in no more than 300 words), detailing what you intend 

to do and how it will engage with members of the community in the 
Blackdown Hills. 

 
Applicants applying together to work on a collaborative project should make this clear 
in their application, and include a CV, images and an artist statement for each 
applicant artist. 
 
Please send your application to Suzanne Heath, Skills Unearthed Project  
Co-ordinator: info@suzanneheath.co.uk  
 
Applications are preferred via email. However, if you do not use email, or would 
prefer to send your application via post with additional supporting information, please 
post your application to: 
 
Suzanne Heath 
Skills Unearthed Project Co-ordinator 
East Lodge 
Long Lane 
Wrington 
North Somerset 
BS40 5SA 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Heath on 07843 417474. 
 



Application deadline: Applications must be received by 5pm on Monday 30th April 
2012 
 
Receipt of all applications will be acknowledged. If you are unsure whether your 
application has been received, please contact the Project Co-ordinator by telephone. 
 
Selection process: 
Bursaries will be allocated in May 2012 by an independent selection panel including 
the Project Co-ordinator and members of the Skills Unearthed Steering Group (made 
up of local residents who either have knowledge of the arts or who are interested in 
the project and its aims). 
 
Successful artists will be appointed on the basis of the information submitted. Due to 
the number of bursaries on offer, artists will not be selected by interview. 
 


